186                        TO MISS ARNOLD.
however, all round us the nightingales positively
swarm. We dined at Effingham last night, and
twice as we drove home the man stopped to call our
attention to the chorus of nightingales. At one
place, a thicket just before entering upon Effingham
Common, they were almost maddeningly beautiful.
It is a great loss to the North and the South-west
of England not to have them; their extraordinary
effectiveness is shown by even the poor people being
so much interested about them and always knowing
their habits and haunts. I should like to have you
here for the cowslips and the nightingales; and it
really must be arranged next year, if we live. The
effect of reading so much of Wordsworth lately has
been to make me feel more keenly than usual the
beauty of the common incidents of the natural year,
and I am sure that is a good thing. I have got a
week before me which I don't much care about;
three dinners in London, and I am to be taken to
the Derby by George Smith. He offered to take
me and show me the whole thing, tod it seems
absurd never to have seen such a famous sight,
but at present I look forward to the day as a boring
one, and wish it was over. I think about the Irish.
University Question I have effected some real good.
You saw Lowe's speech,1 and Sir Louis Mallet told
me that Bright was dining with him the other night
and said there was not a word of my argument for
the Catholics2 which did not carry him thoroughly
1  On the University Education (Ireland) Bill, May 21, 1879.
2  "Irish Catholicism and British Liberalism," Fortnightly
Review, July 1878 ; reprinted in Mixed Essays, 1879.